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A WELL TRAINED DOG

Dogs are our link to paradise. They don't know evil or jealousy or discontent. To
sit with a dog on a hillside on a glorious afternoon is to be back in Eden, where
doing nothing was not boring .... It was peace. - Milan Kundera

It is certainly a lot more fun for you to have an obedient and trained dog. Not
only that, but trained dogs, are happier dogs. They are less likely to get into fights
with other dogs and will tend to socialize better with dogs that they meet in
public.

It is particularly important to have a well-trained dog if you have young members
of the family or children in the neighborhood. Just like having well-behaved
children, a well-trained dog makes for a happier household.

The time that you spend training your puppy initially will impact on the pleasure
you can get from your dog for the many years of its life.

OVERCOMING BOREDOM

Joke: Why do dogs bury bones? Because they can't hide them in trees.

Dogs are a lot like children. They need stimulation or they will get bored and we
all know the trouble children can be when they get bored.

Bored dogs are generally unhappy dogs and they are also the dogs that are most
likely to get into trouble with other animals and humans.

The happiest dogs are often the working dogs as they not only have a purpose in
life but they also get the praise and regular attention of their owners.

Even simply getting your dog some toys of it's own to play with can add a lot of
fun and happiness to it's life, but more importantly getting the dog involved in
family activities will have a positive effect on it's mental state and happiness.

STOP PUPPIES BITING

To his dog, every man is Napoleon; hence the constant popularity of dogs. -
Aldous Huxley

Puppies love to bite. They do it naturally but it is
something that they must be taught not to do.

This needs to be addressed while they are young §
because dog bites can lead to all sorts of
problems including legal action.

It may seem fun and funny to have a puppy
biting but a full-grown dog can do a lot of
damage, particularly to children if they are in
the habit of biting.

Dogs have immense strength in their jaws and
even a playful nip can do permanent damage to
a child.
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Generally, puppies are taught to control their 2 ek %
biting from their mothers but in most cases we
get puppies as pets that have been taken from their mothers at a very young age
and it is up to us to teach them as puppies not to bite.

By letting your dog socialize with other dogs from a young age they will quickly
learn from their elders, provided they have been taught well, that the desire to
bite needs to be curbed to avoid retaliation and an ensuing fight.

CRATE TRAINING

I have a great dog. She's half Lab, half pit bull. A good combination. Sure, she
might bite off my leg, but she'll bring it back to me. -Jimi Celeste
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One of the best things you can do for your puppy early in life is crate training.
Many people are under the misconception that crate training a puppy is cruel but
this is far from the truth.

Dogs actually get a lot of benefit from having been crate trained and they
generally come to like the fact that they have been crate trained.

Many people also assume that crate training is difficult, but this is also far from
the truth.

Dogs, naturally avoid soiling the area where they will eat and sleep and this is one
of the reasons why crate training is important.




ADDRESSING THE PROBLEM OF BOREDOM

Joke: Why did the dog chase his tail? Because he was trying to make ends meet.
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Dogs get bored just like adults and children.

Assuming that your dog is happy to just lie around all day or stay on it's own
while you are at work could lead to a very unhappy animal.

While it's not possible or practical for most people to have contact with their dog
throughout the day, due to work and other commitments, a dog will always be a
lot happier if it knows that at the end of each day it will get the opportunity to go
for a walk in the park or a run along the beach.

LEASH TRAINING YOUR DOG

Oh, that dog! Ever hear of a German shepherd that bites its nails? Barks with a
lisp? You say, "Attack!” And he has one. All he does is piddle. He's nothing but a
fur-covered kidney that barks. - Phillis Diller

One of the most common problems people
have with their dogs is pulling on the leash.
There are many reasons why this can occur,
and quite often it is nothing more than
excitement on the dogs part.

If this is the case, allowing the dog a few
minutes to simmer down before taking it on
his/her walk can often stop it.

Once again, the dogs pack mentality can come
to play with the dog assuming leadership over
its owner as the leader of the pack.

This comes back to the basics of dog training
where the dog must be aware of who the
master is.

Failure to get this basic dog training technique under control can lead to all sorts
of problems, particularly if the dog gets off the leash.

In the presence of other dogs, and sometimes young children this problem
becomes pronounced.

PREVENTING UNWANTED URINATION

If you pick up a starving dog and make him prosperous, he will not bite you.
This is the principal difference between a dog and a man. - Mark Twain

There are a number of reasons why dogs have problems with inappropriate
urination and in some cases defecation. Unfortunately most dog owners don't
understand why this happens and are unsure what to do.

It can even happen to dogs that have been trained and housebroken.

Many dog owners who are unable to address the problem simply take their dog to
the pound as they assume there is no alternative to the problem that they are
unable to solve.

STOP YOUR DOG JUMPING ON PEOPLE

They have dog food for constipated dogs. If your dog is constipated, why screw
up a good thing? Stay indoors and let 'em bloat! - David Letterman

No matter how much we might enjoy our pet
jumping up to greet us, there are many people
who dislike having a strange dog coming up
and jumping on them.

For many people it can be a frightening
experience as not everyone is a dog lover.

Besides that, many people just don't want
dirty paw marks over their clothing.

It can also create major problems if a large
dog were to jump up on a child or an elderly
person.

Dogs will generally jump up on people
because they are overly excited and pleased to
see them - even if that person is a stranger.

Many people inadvertently encourage this behavior by rewarding the dog with
attention after the dog has jumped up on them. The dog then seeks similar
reward from other people whether they like it or not.




DOGS THAT ESCAPE

Joke: Why did the Dachshund bite the woman's ankle?
Because he couldn't reach any higher.

No owner likes to get a call from the pound telling them that their dog has been
picked up for roaming the streets, but even the best trained dog can escape and
end up in places where it shouldn't be.

In many towns you can find yourself in legal trouble if your dog is found to be
wandering the streets.

And quite rightly so as a dog on the loose can do quite a lot of damage to other
people's property, pets, children and elderly folk.

STOPPING YOUR DOG FROM CHEWING

The other day I saw two dogs walk over to a parking meter. One of them
says to the other, "How do you like that? Pay toilets!” - Dave Starr
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It is only natural for dogs to want to chew. It is a natural instinct, but they need to
be trained what they can and can't chew without causing problems.

While they might feel the need to sharpen their teeth you certainly don't want
them to be doing that on your furniture.

It is a lot cheaper to invest some money in suitable toys that the dog can chew or
get their teeth cleaned professionally than to replace expensive household items.

THE CALL TO COME COMMAND

A dog is the only thing on this earth that loves you more than he loves himself.
- Josh Billings

A —

One of the most basic and important commands that you will need to teach your
dog is to come when called.

No matter what else happens, if you have taught your dog this command you will
always be able to maintain control whether at home or in public.

Should your dog ever get off it's leash or escape from your property you will know
that when you call it that it will come back and this certainly makes life a lot
easier for the dog owner.

SEPARATION ANXIETY

They are better than human beings, because they know but do not tell.
- Emily Dickenson

Many people are unaware that separation anxiety even exists with their dog.
There are many different traits that can be seen in a dog due to separation
anxiety.

‘When we leave home for work each day, most people are unaware of what their
dog is experiencing, and for many of them it is separation anxiety.

‘We assume that because the dog appears to be happy when we arrive home at the
end of the day, that it has been happy all day long. In many instances, the dog
could have had quite a traumatic day.




REWARD TRAINING YOUR DOG

Joke: Why do dogs wag their tails? Because no one else will do it for them.

Reward training is quite possibly one of the oldest methods of training dogs,
dating back to the days when people started trying to domesticate wild animals.

It is probably the method of dog training that most of us are familiar with, and it
is a natural instinct to reward the dog when they perform the task that we have
asked of them.

Some people prefer to use a combination of the reward training methods and the
leash and collar training to get the best out of their dog in the least time.

HOW LONG SHOULD TRAINING SESSION BE?

Keep running after a dog and he will never bite you.
-Francois Rabelais

There are many different factors that come into play when determining how long
your dog training sessions should be. Just as people have many and varied
personalities, the same is true for dogs - even within a breed.

Many people recommend that you do a personality analysis before getting your
dog to determine which breed will be most suitable in your life. Very often,
however, we choose dogs based on other different factors at the time.

The various different breeds of dogs have different personality traits and you
need to work with these when training your dog to get the best results.

THE LEADER OF THE PACK

They never talk about themselves but listen to you while you talk about yourself,
and keep up an appearance of being interested in the conversation.
- Jerome K. Jerome

One of the first and most important steps in dog training is to get the respect and
confidence of your dog.

As mentioned in previous newsletters dogs are pack animals, and there always
must be a leader of the pack. You need to ensure that your dog understands that
you are his or her leader.

Once you've done that you will have gained the respect and confidence of your

dog. Having done this will make dog training a whole lot easier for you and a far
more pleasurable experience.

THE BEST DOG FOOD

A man bitten by a dog, whether the animal is mad or not,
is apt to get mad himself. - George D. Prentice

It is important that you select the correct food for your dog. With all the fancy
packaging and advertising that is available these days it can be difficult
determining what food is best for your dog.

The manufacturers prepare food based on the age of your dog, and the food you
buy for an elderly dog might not be suitable for a puppy.

Proper nutrition is vital to the health of your dog and its happiness, and it is
essential that your pet get all the vitamins and minerals that it needs for a healthy
diet.




FACTS ABOUT WHAT YOU FEED YOUR DOG

If dogs could talk, perhaps we'd find it just as hard to get along with them as we
do people. - Karel Capek

You need to consider various different factors when feeding your dog.

You certainly wouldn't want to be feeding a sedentary dog as much food as one
that is exercising regularly or a working dog.

The dog's activity levels are very important when deciding how much to feed it.
Over-feeding will obviously lead to an overweight dog with corresponding health
problems and a potential shortening of its life.

TOYS FOR YOUR DOG

Life is like a dogsled team. If you ain't the lead dog, the scenery never changes.
- Lewis Grizzard

Toys, Toys, Toys.
Dogs are a lot like children. They love toys. They love things to play with.

Dogs grow older but they never really do grow up do they? And they will always
get enjoyment out of having their own toys to play with.

There are so many different varieties of toys on the market for dogs that it can
often be quite difficult to know what to buy.

AND THE SMARTEST DOGS ARE...

Money will buy a pretty good dog, but it won't buy the wag of his tail.
- Josh Billings

While we would all like to think we have the smartest dog in the world there are
some breeds that are generally more intelligent than others.

In this newsletter we will look at the dogs ranking from 6th most intelligent to
tenth. And then in the next newsletter we will look at the most intelligent dogs in
the world.

Don't be too concerned if your dog doesn't appear in either of these lists, as
sometimes it is not always an advantage to have an intelligent dog.

..AND THE TOP FIVE SMARTEST DOGS ARE

Joke: Why don't dogs make good dancers? Because they have two left feet!

Now here are the top five dogs based on
intelligence.

Number five on that list is the Doberman.

It is important that the Doberman is trained
early on in its life, as they can be quite
temperamental.

If they are trained they can be great family dogs
and really good with children despite their
reputation.

They are highly intelligent, and like many
intelligent dogs are very protective of their
master and family.
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Number four is the Golden Retriever, which is often regarded as one of the most
popular breeds of dog.

They are great with children and are a very loyal and loving dog.

It is not uncommon to see Golden Retrievers winning dog competitions where
intelligence is of importance.




A DIET OF GOOD FOOD AND GOOD EXERCISE

You never realize a dog is a man's best friend until you start betting on horses.
- Anonymous

To stay fit and healthy and happy and strong, a dog needs good exercise and good
food just as humans do.

They're an important part of our families, and they rely on us understanding their
needs, as they cannot talk to us.

Fortunately, dogs are a bit more resilient than humans but they still do need
regular exercise and good food.

One of the benefits of owning a dog is the fact that in many cases, knowing that
they need exercise is a good reason for us to get out and exercise as well.

THE LIFESPAN OF YOUR DOG

Joke: When is a stray dog most likely going to walk into your house?
When you leave the door open.

L

Many people believe that the lifespan of the dog should be considerably more
than what we expect.

And this is due to the foods that we feed our pets. The pet foods that we buy from
the supermarkets have a high percentage of moisture, which leaves very little
room for nutrition in the remaining contents.

Some of the ingredients such as sodium are added to the dog food to make it
more palatable while adding no nutritional value. In fact, excessive sodium can
be detrimental to the well being of your dog.

DANGEROUS FOODS

A dog is like an eternal Peter Pan, a child who never grows old and who
therefore is always available to love and be loved. - Aaron Katcher

Many people are unaware that some of the foods that we eat on regular basis can
be deadly to your dog.

A piece of chocolate can cause seizures, coma and death. Even a small piece of
chocolate is dangerous.

Anything containing caffeine can have a similar effect and be as dangerous as
chocolate, and that includes coffee grounds, tea, and tea bags.

Grapes and raisins can cause kidney failure and even a single serving of raisins
can kill your dog.

STOP THAT DOG FROM WHINING

My advice to any diplomat who wants to have good press is to have
two or three kids and a dog. - Carl Rowan

So you have a problem with a whining dog?

It is not unusual for people to have
problems, particularly with puppies whining
all day long. Most puppies will outgrow this
behavior.

They generally whine for two reasons. For
attention and when they are anxious.

If they want attention, they will continue to
whine if that attention attracts a reward.

It is better just to give your dog attention in
the form of eye contact rather than a reward
to stop it from whining, as a reward will
only encourage it to whine all the more.

Often the best solution is to ignore the dog
completely until the whining stops no
matter how long it might take. When the
dog realizes that it is not getting the reward
it expects from whining it will tend to stop.

An alternative method is to blow a whistle when your dog is whining and when it
stops you stop. Often this method works faster than simply ignoring it.




WHY IS YOUR DOG BARKING?

Don't make the mistake of treating your dogs like humans, or they'll treat you
like dogs. - Martha Scott

There is nothing quite as annoying in a quiet neighborhood as a dog that
continues to bark all day.

There is always a reason why a dog will continue to bark and more often than not
it is related to boredom.

Alternatively the dog could be hungry and wanting food or water, or quite
possibly they don't have sufficient shelter from the elements whether in a hot or
cold climate.

IS YOUR DOG SAFE?

When you leave them in the morning, they stick their nose in the door crack
and stand there like a portrait until you turn the key eight hours later.
- Erma Bombeck

Is your dog living in a safe environment?

Silly question isn't it but not quite as silly
as you might think at first.

We all like to provide our pets with a safe
environment and giving them a safe and
comfortable place to sleep is an important
part of that environment.

While we might have provided our dog
with a safe kennel initially, we all know
how dogs like to bite and chew things and
their kennel is not immune to their teeth.

While the kennel might have been safe
when new a dog can chew parts of it that
could expose wood, nails and/or wire that
could cause it harm.

Their chewing could create sharp surfaces
that can do permanent damage to their eyes or any other parts of their body.

It is always a good idea to have a regular check of your dogs' kennel or cage to
ensure there hasn't been any damage that could harm it.

IS YOUR DOG A DIGGER?

T went to an exclusive kennel club. It was very exclusive. There was a sign out
front: "No Dogs Allowed." - Phil Foster
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Dogs love to dig but this can be a problem if that lovely landscaped yard of yours
looks like a minefield from all the holes that your dog has dug.

No doubt if you have a dog that likes to dig you have tried all and sundry to get it
to stop from smacking it to yelling at it when it starts to dig and you probably still
haven't resolved the problem.

Once again, like all methods of dog training, if you can address the reason why
the dog is doing something you will be able to eliminate the problem.

PROFESSIONAL DOG WALKERS

Joke: What kind of dog sounds like you can eat it? A sausage dog.

If you are elderly or incapacitated in some way then you might need to look at
getting someone to assist with taking your dog for a walk or run so they get
sufficient exercise.

If you work long hours and don't have the time to take your dog for a walk or you
don't prefer to go out after hours then getting someone to walk your dog during
the day might be your only alternative.

A well exercised dog will not only be healthier but it will also be a happier pet and
if the dog knows that there will be someone there to take it for a walk during the
day it will be less likely to get bored and all the corresponding negative factors
that go hand in hand with a bored dog.




IS YOUR DOG EATING GRASS?

They say the dog is man's best friend. I don't believe that.
How many of your friends have you neutered? - Larry Reeb

‘What does it mean if you see your dog eating grass?
There are two main reasons why your dog will be eating grass.

The first reason is to help it to induce vomiting. It will be doing this to get rid of
something that it has eaten that is unpleasant or dangerous.

Dogs do not have the ability to digest grass due to a lack of the necessary enzymes
that are required for grass digestion.

D0G WORMS

Heaven goes by favor; if it went by merit, you would stay out
and your dog would go in. - Mark Twain
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Does your dog have worms?

There are two types of worms that you are likely to have to contend with in
keeping your dog healthy, and they are the round worms and the tapeworms.

Round worms are the ones most prevalent in puppies and they generally look like
small white pieces of string of about three inches in length. They can grow up to
twice this size in a full-grown dog.

Round worms live in the small intestine of the dog and can become so
concentrated that they will block the passage.

TOP QUALITY FOOD FOR YOUR DOG

The more I see of men, the more I like dogs. - Madame de Stael
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Just as we perform better when we eat the best foods, your dog will also be
healthier if you feed it premium high quality pet food.

The top brands of dog food, while often a little more expensive also have higher
quality ingredients that will give your dog better all round nutrition.

The best foods have a complex range of vitamins and minerals that have been

designed to give your dog all the elements that they need in their diet. This
applies to their canned foods and also the dry food such as biscuits and nibbles.

DOG INSURANCE

When a man's dog turns against him it is time for a wife to pack her trunk
and go home to mama. - Mark Twain

Dog insurance is something more and more people are considering to cover them
in the event that their dog might get involved in an attack that could lead to legal
action.

This might seem strange that people should need dog insurance, particularly as
we all think our own dogs are little angels but anything can happen even with the
best of us.

It is our duty to keep our dogs well fenced and away from possible danger where
they might attack or bite a child or the postie but these things happen.




DOG TREADMILLS

I know that dogs are pack animals, but it is difficult to imagine a pack of
standard poodles...and if there was such a thing as a pack of standard poodles,
where would they rove to? Bloomingdale's? -Yvonne Clifford

Is your dog getting depressed?

It is not uncommon for dogs to get depressed. They can become bored very easily
and when they are bored for extended periods of time this can lead to depression.

The more intelligent the dog the more likely it is to get depressed as they need
more stimulation in the form of work or activities that can keep their mind active.

DOG ALLERGIES

Joke: What did the Dalmatian say when he had finished his meal?
That hit the spots.

Just like their owners, dogs can suffer from allergies too.

Some of these allergies can be related to the foods that they eat where some of the
cheaper brands of dog food have coloring and preservatives that can cause
allergic reactions.

If this is the case then it is a process of eliminating those foods that have the
ingredients that cause the reactions.

ONLINE PET STORES FOR CONVENIENCE

Joke: Why is it called a litter of puppies? Because they make such a mess.

We all seem to have less and less time to do the things that we want these days.

Fortunately due to the convenience of the Internet we don't need to forget our
best friend simply because we haven't got the time to get to the local pet shop for
toys and supplies that will keep our dogs happy and healthy.

Some of the biggest distributors of dog supplies sell their wares on the Internet,
which is great for busy people like us.

CLICKER TRAINING

If a dog's prayers were answered, bones would rain from the sky.- Old Proverb

Clicker training is a technique that is highly successful for training dogs.

The trainer uses a simple clicker that can be purchased from most pet stores and
the dog is trained to respond to the sound of the clicker.

The dog will quickly learn that the sound of the clicker is followed by a reward
and they will respond to commands when the clicker is used knowing that a
reward is to follow.




DOG TRAINING IS ALL ABOUT
BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS

Joke: How do you stop a dog smelling? Cover its nose.

Good dog training is all about
building positive relationships
where the dog has respect for
it's owner and also where the
dog realizes that the owner is
the master and leader of the
pack.

If the owner assumes the
position of the leader of the
pack and the dog knows and
respects that position then it
will feel more secure and be a
happier pet.

Under no circumstances should
the dog be fearful of it's master
and that is why most current
methods of dog training focus
on the positive aspects of the
dogs actions and reward it for
the good actions that it takes
rather than punishing it for
anything that it does wrong.

TEACHING AN OLD DOG NEW TRICKS

Joke: Why do dogs run around in circles? Because its too hard to run in squares.

It is always a lot easier to teach a puppy the right things to do when they are
young, but it is not impossible to eliminate the bad habits of an older dog.

The first step obviously is the need to make sure the dog understands that you are
the master so you can gain it's respect and then you can start the process of
training the dog so that it no longer performs the unwanted actions.

It is important to address only one thing at a time and not try to change the way
your dog responds to different things all at once.

COST EFFICIENT HIGH QUALITY DOG FOO0D

Acquiring a dog may be the only opportunity a human
ever has to choose a relative. - Mordecai Siegal

In an earlier essay I talked about allergies and how many of these are related to
the food that your dog eats.

This is due to all the filler, colors and preservatives that the dog food
manufacturers put into the processed dog foods that are sold through the stores.

There is a solution if you have a dog that has food allergies and it is not only a
cost effective way to feed your dog but it can also add to the quality of your dogs
health.

REWARDING YOUR DOG

My dog can bark like a Congressman, fetch like an aide, beg like a press
secretary, and play dead like a receptionist when the phone rings.
- US Congressman Gerold Solomon

Rewarding your dog is probably the
single most important aspect of good
training.

It is a well-known fact that reward
training is the fastest way to get a dog
to change their behavior and rewards
in the form of positive reinforcement
are the fastest way to get the desired
results.

Reward training also makes the whole
process more fun for the owner and
the dog. It becomes a bit of a game
and helps to reduce any boredom and
keep both the dog and the owner
motivated.

It is also a good idea to finish each
training session with a time for play
so the dog associates the learning
with fun times and is more excited
about these sessions in the future.




DOGS LOVE CRATES

There are three faithful friends....an old wife, an old dog and ready money.
-Ben Franklin.

Many people are under the false impression that you can only crate train puppies
and they refrain from crate training older dogs as they think it is too difficult.

There are also many people who think crate training is inhumane but done
correctly this couldn't be further from the truth.

The dogs crate should never be used as a place to be sent when punished. When
dogs have been crate trained correctly they actually enjoy the security of having
their own place to stay.

JUNK FOODS FOR DOGS

Joke: What is a dog's favorite dinner? Anything that is on your plate.

There has been a marked deterioration in the general health of dogs since the
introduction of processed dog foods.

Many of these foods offer very little nutritional value but it is their convenience
and the fact that they have added flavors that ensure our pets get delight in eating
them that have increased the sales and popularity of this food.

Just as we might like to eat foods that contain sugar, which is detrimental to our
health, our dogs also like to eat these low value foods because they taste so good.

COLLAR AND LEAD

When there is an old maid in the house, a watchdog is unnecessary.
- Honore de Balzac

It is important that every dog learns to feel
comfortable with a collar and lead, as this
will be required when taking the dog to
public places.

Walking your dog with a collar and lead is a
basic and important skill otherwise you will
be one of those people where the dog takes
them for a walk and they are forever
straining to hold the dog back from
running away.

The bigger the dog, the bigger the problem.
Even if your dog is extremely well trained it |

is unwise to take it out without a collar and
lead as accidents can happen.

The dog might get scared from unexpected
noise or another dog might attract its =
attention and it could run off.

If the dog is in new surroundings it could also get spooked by new noises and run
off without thinking.

DOES YOUR DOG EAT TO0 MUCH?

Man is an animal that makes bargains; no other animal does this...
No dog exchanges bones with another. - Adam Smith

How much food does your dog really need?

Along with the general population of people, dogs are also suffering from obesity
from eating the wrong food and eating too much food.

It is relatively easy to control the amount of food your dog is eating and it is
essential that you gauge its weight on a regular basis to ensure that it doesn't get
obese.




DOG AILMENTS

Ladies and gentlemen are permitted to have friends in the kennel
but not in the kitchen. - George Bernard Shaw

Dogs can suffer from similar ailments that we get as we age, including arthritis
and pain in the joints.

Some breeds of dogs are more prone than others to getting certain ailments and
you need to be aware of the possible problems that your particular breed of dog
might get as it grows older.

By giving your dog a warm place to lie when it sleeps you might be able to ward
off arthritic pain.

ONLINE PET PRODUCT SALES

Joke: What kind of dog can you eat? A hot dog.

Every year billions of dollars are spent on dog food and veterinary care.

It is a huge market and the people who are selling goods in this market are
constantly trying to offer better products at better prices.

This is great for dog lovers like us as we benefit from the competition. The
Internet has added to that competition to deliver the best dog products as more
and more online pet stores compete for our dollars.

With reduced overheads and the ability to source a bigger range of produets in
recent years, there has been a big increase in online sales of pet products.

BOOST YOUR DOGS INTELLIGENCE WITH TOYS

The great pleasure of a dog is that you make a fool of yourself with him and not
only will he not scold you, he will make a fool of himself too. - Samuel Butler

There are many benefits in giving your dog the right toys to play with.

While most people think that dog toys are only to relieve boredom this is not the
only use for these toys.

Sure dog toys are excellent for relieving boredom and are especially good where
you might have to leave your dog on it's own for periods of time, but there are
other reasons why you should consider buying your dog toys.

Some dog toys are designed to boost their intelligence where they will only get a
reward after they have performed certain tasks.

TOYS KEEP YOUR DOG ENTERTAINED

The pug is living proof that God has a sense of humor.
- Margot Kaufman

Food cubes are great toys to buy for almost any
dog as they make the dog think before they can be
rewarded with the food.

This can keep a dog entertained for a long time
and is a good remedy for a dog that gets bored
while you are away.

By solving a puzzle the dog will be able to get the
food treat and dogs are usually very determined
when they know that there will be a food reward
for them if they can sort out the puzzle.

Other types of puzzle toys are the biscuit balls,
which are equally good at keeping a bored dog
entertained.

If you are going to be away from home then it is worthwhile looking at buying
some of these to keep your dog happy as they pass the hours until you return.

Other good toys that don't require a puzzle for the reward are the doggie potato
chips. These come in a wide variety of styles from pig's ears to hooves and they
can last for a couple of days.




BE AWARE OF CHANGES

Properly trained, a man can be dog's best friend. - Corey Ford

One of the best things you can do for
your dog besides regular exercise, good
food, water and shelter, is to be aware
of any changes that it might exhibit in
all aspects of it's life.

Particularly as dogs get older they
might seem like they are just not
interested in exercise any longer but
this might be due to the fact that they
are suffering from pain of some form
or another.

Many older dogs suffer from arthritis
and this can be very painful. There are
all sorts of remedies that can help your
dog from natural remedies to ones that
your local vet might prescribe.

Our beloved pets cannot talk to us and
they can only hope that we are aware
of their conditions by knowing what
they are usually like and noticing any
behavioral changes.

DOGS LOVE TO SOCIALIZE TOO!

The more I see of the depressing stature of people;
the more I admire my dogs. - Alphonse de Lamartine

Dogs love to socialize and taking your pet to places that they have never been
before is a great adventure that will help stimulate them both mentally and
physically.

When they interact with other dogs and people they develop more social skills
and will generally become better pets.

This is of course assuming that your dog has had some form of training and you
are able to keep them under control in these situations.

YOUR DOGS BEHAVIOR IS A REFLECTION OF YOU

Man is a dogs ideal of what God should be. - Holbrook Jackson

A dog is as good as its owner has taught it.

Family friends of mine have a German Shepherd and as they are an elderly couple
they weren't quite so inclined to train their dog when it was young.

After a while of disobedience they decided to take this dog to a dog training
school but as would be expected from a dog that has never had any training from
a puppy the dog didn't like the training school.

The easy solution was to discontinue the training and hope for the best.

THERE ARE TIMES WHEN YOU WILL
NEED TO BE APART

Joke: Why did the Eskimo call his dog Frost? Because Frost bites.

Unless you have no intention of ever being
apart from your dog, then it is a wise
decision to train it to be happy while you
have periods apart.

As we have our pets for many years there
will generally be times when there is no
alternative but to leave your dog alone or
with someone else.

The sooner they become accustomed to & ’
staying on their own as puppies the easier

it will be for both you and your dog.

It is a lot harder to leave an older dog on

it's own if you have never been apart since
it was a puppy.

Dogs can get separation anxiety quite easily =~
as they cannot be told when we willbe back == :
if ever and they will assume that you have = -
left them and are not coming back. m
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